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[Abstract]

Analyses of videos of the flow trend in volleyball games that have been reported in
previously published studies have more or less the same results, providing only
ordinary information on the flow trend of the games. In a game, score differences
can be as big as 5 points, but that difference may be reversed by the end of the
game. In such cases, the flow trend of the game has not been understood. The
present study aimed to examine the flow trend of a game by comparing the results
of a close game with the results reported in previous studies.

In the present study, the participants watched a video of a volleyball game and

answered questions after every rally, as well as answering questions about the flow

trend of the designated team’s game. Their judgments were given on an 11-point
scale from -5 to +5, where -5 meant that they had observed no flow trend, and +5
meant that they had observed a strong flow trend.

The results were as follows:

1. In previous studies, a loss of 2 consecutive points indicated a significant flow
trend, but in the present study, a loss of 2 consecutive points with a 1-point
reversal did not change the participants’ judgments of the flow trend. The
results regarding losses of 2 consecutive points were the same as in previous
research.

2. Participants’ recognition of a flow trend was influenced by the progress of the
game.

3. In a close game, the same point difference was judged to have a similar flow
trend. In other words, in a close game, the point difference predominated in

judgments of the flow trend.
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